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PAA presents:

a piece by Tomi Paasonen

Staged & Choreographed by Tomi Paasonen
With Simo Kellokumpu, Justin Kennedy and Helga Wretman
Lighting: Ayumi Kito
Production and PR Manager: Brina Stinehelfer

This constant-work-in-progress experiment plays with the concept of the
stage as a space where perceptions of both performer and spectator meet.
Do expectations and learned mental constructs disable us to "really" see?
Is seeing a subjective act of a preconditioned mind, and if so, is a rehearsed
performer blind to the moment and a slave to his task of fulfilling the
expectations? If seeing is believing, is the state of listening more open,
allowing us to "truly" experience? We aim to both rehearse and to listen,
turning elusive expectations representations and miscommunications into
ever-sh i f t ing correlat ions of  status,  mir ror ing and cr i t ique.

If the "real" world is built on a common agreement that money has the value
of how much we collectively trust its value to be, and if trust is the acceptance
of a truth without evidence, how real is that world? Is wealth a tragic guilt
trap or a door? Is money mass psychology, a slippery cloud used as a tool
for everyday slavery, an abstract construct to control the masses, an illusion
to manipulate freedom into organized societies, or can experience be a
currency of its own?

This reality was produced without money.
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Space:
This production is very flexible and can be performed both in theaters and
gallery spaces or any room that has enough space to accommodate a
minimum audience of 20 or more seated on chairs scattered around the
room with space to move between them. Even tents in public spaces can
be used. The production is not dependent on the lighting design presented
at the Tacheles performances in Berlin, and the piece will accommodate
itself site-specifically to be presented either in full theatrical setting or in a
very simple setting.

Light:
Flat light, which covers all ofthe stage" "10-20 Top spot light, with
Profile or PC spot light. Theatrical lighting design to be deigned site-specifically.
In theaters, the audience will be seated in chairs on stage as the performance
takes place in between, around them and in the audience seating area.

Costs:
Travel costs from Berlin - Destination - Berlin, accommodation costs, per diem
and performance salary for 6 persons: 3 dancers, director/choreographer
and lighting designer.

Performance salary will be negotiated on a case by case fashion.
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Tomi Paasonen, born 1970 in Helsinki, was a soloist dancer with Hamburg
Ballet, Lines Ballet San Francisco and The Joffrey Ballet. He continually created
works of his own throughout his dance career before co-founding KUNST-
STOFF, an inter-disciplinary physical theatre and arts-event production
company in 1998. After creating 15 pieces 3,5 years he moved to Berlin in
2001 launching PAA (Public Artistic Affairs) expanding his stage-, film and
photo works to involve documentary layers working with peripheral societies
in award winning productions like “STATE OF BEING” with disabled and
professional dancers and "ICARUS- DEPARTURE TEGEL", a co-production with
Germany's largest male prison. The photo exhibition “GALA DRESS”, with a
70-year-old disabled artist Tuuli Helkky Helle was followed by an opera based
on unfinished fragments by Claude Debussy and Edgar Allan Poe’s short
story “THE FALL OF THE HOUSE OF USHER” in Kiasma. “BEST BEFORE” delves
into the world of skin, plastic surgery, perceptions of beauty and façade.
Numerous Berlin-based productions have concentrated on the relationship
of live video installations and the live performer. These philosophic works,
such as “W” (double you), “PRESENTATION”, “MeMoRe”, “D.I.D.” and
“INTERFACE” explore identity through the lens of repetition and difference,
relationship to the self versus the other, memory, torn inner dialogues,
schizophrenia and extreme states. Currently his work is increasingly dealing
with interactive structures, giving the spectator more power to intervene
and shape the event.

Tomi has been awarded with "Theatre Event of the Year 2000" in Finland,
critic's awards as as "Newcomer of the Year 1998" in San Francisco by Allan
Ulrich. His company KUNST-STOFF has been awarded with the Bay Guardian
Goldie Award in San Francisco and his piece "W" was nominated for the
Isadora Duncan Award for best piece of 2004 in San Francisco. "Collaboration
of the Year 2007" by Arnd Wesemann / Ballett/Tanz for the piece "Interface". His
piece "Monogram" won 2nd price at the International Solo Dance Festival
in Stuttgart in 2009. His work has been seen in Helsinki, Kuopio, Vaasa, Pyhäjärvi,
Forssa, Stockholm, Malmö, Oslo, Bergen, Copenhagen, Berlin, Hamburg,
Stuttgart, Paris, London, New York, Chicago, San Francisco and Sao Paulo.
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STAGE WORKS
2008
WOW ¥¤$!, 75 min. Tacheles - Goldener Saal, Berlin
Hybrid Dislocation, 90 min. Tacheles - Goldener Saal, Berlin
Out of Hand, 45 min. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts Main Stage, San Francisco
Solo for Yannis, 12 min. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts Main Stage, San Francisco
2007
Im Mobilie, 50 min. Dock11, Berlin
Interface, 45 min. Dock11, Berlin
Because, 40 min. Dock11, Berlin
Macrophone, 45 min. Logen, Bergen International Festival, Norway
2006
Cat's Cradle, Burning Man, Nevada, Interactive Installation
Best Before, 80 min. Dock11, Berlin
2005
Etc..., 40 min. ODC Theatre, San Francisco
Before & After, 5 min. Garbaty Centre, Berlin
D.I.D. - a choir piece for one man, 65 min. Dock11,Berlin
2004
MeMoRe - searching for the red thread, 90 min. Alte Weberei, Berlin
ORPHAN, 20 min. Groß Leuthen Castle, Brandenburg
DE TOUR, 10 min. Dock11, Berlin
“PRESENTATION”, 65 min. Dock11, Berlin
2003
RE (Repetition and differencE), 25 min. Dock11, Berlin
“O”, 20 min. Disturbances Symposium, Royal Opera House, Copenhagen
“W”, 35 min. Katia Thanthoulaki Theatre, Athens
2002
LA CHUTE DE LA MAISON USHER – THE FALL OF THE
HOUSE OF USHER, Opera directed by Tomi Paasonen, 80 min.Kiasma Theatre, Helsinki
SUPER VISION, 37 min. Cowell Theatre, San Francisco
IKARUS - ABFLUG TEGEL (Icarus – Departure Tegel), 100 min. with prisoners at JVA Tegel, Berlin
PARA NEU, 40 min. Tanztage ‘02, Sophiensaele, Berlin
2001
THANK YOU; THANK YOU, 3 min. BapArts Gala, Cowell Theatre, S.F.
2000
TUBE 58,6, 10 min. Decompression Festival, San Francisco
OLOTILA (State of Being), 100 min. Zodiak Theater, Helsinki
ENDLESS, 45 min. Burning Man Festival, Nevada
OBSCENES, 13 min. Gay and Lesbian Dance Festival, San Francisco
SWANSONG, 40 min. Kunst-Stoff production, San Francisco
TUBE 58,5, 13 min. S.F. Art Institute Spring Salon, San Francisco
1999
STAR-STRUCK, 7 min. Continuum, San Diego
DEEPENDS, 25 min. Burning Man Festival, Nevada
TUBE 58, 80 min. Kunst-Stoff Production, San Francisco
SLIPPING, 3:30 min. Brady Street Theater Benefit, San Francisco
1998
DESTINATION DREAMLAND, 45 min. Kunst-Stoff Production, S.F.
MEGA Hz, 22 min. Kunst-Stoff Production, San Francisco
“X”, 21 min. Summerfest/Dance’98, San Francisco
CLOSE, 7 min. Gay and Lesbian Dance Festival, San Francisco
TUBE 57, 70 min. Jon Sims Center Residency Program, San Francisco
WAVELENGTH, 10 min. Brady Street Theater New Choreography, S.F.
1997
FAR AND CLOUD, 12 min. Dance Chicago Festival, Chicago
PORTRAIT OF DORIAN GRAY- DREAM SEQUENCE, 15 min. Bailiwick Theatre, Chicago
1995
WHILE WAITING, 25 min. Dance Envisions The Cure Festival, S.F.
1993
STILLE NACHT (Silent Night), 35 min. Kampnagel Fabrik, Hamburg
1992
AUS SELMAS NOTITZBUCH (From Selma’s Notebook), 25min. Kampnagel Fabrik, Hamburg
1991
PROPER 22 min. Kampnagel Fabrik, Hamburg

FILM
2007
This world is not my home, 4 min, digital video
2002
UNITED, 3 minutes
2001
FOLIE, 9 min. digital video
1997
NUDERUDE, 20 min. Super 8mm to video
1994
FRAUENGOLD, 10 min. Super 8mm to video



PHOTOGRAPHY
2008
POETIC MADNESS AND THE ROMANTIC IMAGINATION Group exhibition at RISE Gallery Berlin,
featuring Jeremy Wade
2002
GALA DRESS photography series is an intimate collaboration with a 70 year old disabled
woman Tuuli Helkky Helle. Exhibition at FortMason Center, San Francisco, Lasipalatsi Galleria
Helsinki, and City Gallery of Forssa and Fullmoon Dance Festival Pyhäjärvi.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
2001-2009
Classes and Contemporary Dance and Contemporary Ballet at Staatsopern Ballett Hannover,
Heidelberg, Freiburg and Oldenburg, Marameo studio and Dock 11 studio in Berlin, Centro
Cultural de São Paulo, Brazil, Architanz in Tokyo, Japan

2007-2009
Workshops for Contemporary Improvisation Methods and Video Dance at
San Francisco Dance Centre
Centro Cultural São Paulo - Vergeiro
Centro Cultural São Paulo - Galeria Olido

1998-2000
Advanced Ballet at San Francisco Dance Center

DANCE CAREER
2005-2007
Participation in Felix Rückert's piece "Secret Service"
1995-1997
The Joffrey Ballet of Chicago, Director: Gerald Arpino
Performing works by G. Arpino, Alonzo King, Randy Duncan, Margo Sappington, Laura
Dean, Mehmet Sanders , “The Chinese Conjuror” in Leonide Massine’s “Parade” and "l'Après-
midi d'un Faune" by Vaslav Nijinskij
1994-1995
Lines Contemporary Ballet, Director: Alonzo King
1989-1994
Hamburg Ballet, Director: John Neumeier
1992-1994
Soloist Contract. Solo roles in J. Neumeier’s Othello, A Midsummernight’s Dream, Des Knaben
Wunderhorn, Fenster Zu Mozart, A Cinderella Story, Peer Gynt, Requiem, Mattheus Passion,
Mahler’s Symphony III, Romeo und Julia, Der Nussknacker, Trilogy M.R., Synphonia Concertante
by Lar Lubovich, Meinungslose Wieden by Mats Ek.

EDUCATION
1987-1989
Hamburg Ballet School, Balletmaster: Truman Finney
1987
Representing Finland in European Broadcasting Union’s International Ballet Competition
for Young Dancers in Schwetzingen, Germany.
1985
Solo Performance at the Kuopio International Dance Festival
1981-1987
Finnish National Ballet School, Director: Maj-Lis Rajala

TELEVISION DOCUMENTATIONS
2004
Portrait for ZDF/3Sat about Olotila at Simple Life Festival in HAU2, Berlin
Documentary for Swedish speaking television in Finland
2002
Portrait for Finnish Television of the process of making Gala Dress photo series together with
Tuuli Helkky Helle
2002
Documentary of the making of “Olotila”, Försti-filmi, Finland
1992
A Portrait for Finnish National Television Y.L.E.
1987
Suomi’s Children, A documentary directed by Lamont Johnson (USA)
1985
A Portrait for Finnish National Television Y.L.E.
1982
Filming of the ballet The Blue Pearl



AWARDS AND GRANTS
2009
Monogram wins 2nd price for choreography at the International Solo Dance Festival in
Stuttgart Rotebühlplatz
2008
Hauptstadtkulturfonds - Berlin grants for production "Hybrid DIslocation"
Ministery of education of Finland grant for Olotila performances in Paris
2007
BalletTanz Editor Arnd Wesemann Critics Choice for Jahrbuch'07 'most important collaboration
of the year for production 'Interface'
2006
‘Finnish National Artist’ Grant for 1 year
Burning Man Art Grant
2005
San Francisco Goldie Award, Kunst-Stoff ‘Dance Company of the Year 2005’
Finnish Cultural Foundation's Grant for the production of “Best Before”
Grants from Arts Council of Finland and Goethe Institute
2004
“W” nominated for an Isadora Duncan Award for best piece in San Francisco 2003
Hauptstadtkulturfonds - Berlin, Nordscen and Nordisk Kulturfond grants for the production
“MeMoRe”
2002
‘Pro Dance’ Award for achievements in the field of dance in Helsinki, Finland
2001
‘Finnish National Artist’ Grant for 6 months
2000
‘Theatre Event of the Year’ Award for the piece "Olotila - State of Being" of the year 2000
in Finland
1998
'Newcomer Of The Year 1998' in San Francisco by S.F. Examiner critic's choice
"X" in the top ten list of best pieces of the year in San Francisco, according to 'The San
Francisco Examiner'


